The restraint or absolute stoppage of haemorrhage in cases of placenta prsevia may be produced in a variety of ways. The flow of blood through tubes of a peculiar shape is a pure mechanical phenomenon, and its arrest is also such. No doubt, in uterine noodings, feebleness of the heart's action, or actual fainting, will have a haemostatic effect, but such influences have no were expelled after the birth of a first of twins. It is common, in order to account for this kind of stoppage of bleeding, to refer it to the formation of clots in the uterine sinuses; but it is plain that such clots will not be formed until the bleeding has already stopped.
Uterine action will increase the change of shape favourable to the arrestment of bleeding, by compressing the uterine wall and its contained vessels between its own contracting tissue and the separated portion of placenta or unruptured sac of the ovum, or the adjacent foetal pait. We do not say that such compression will stop the haemorrhage flowing from the uterine sinuses, but it may do so, and it will certainly help towards this end.
Mere uterine action must have a direct hemostatic effect, for it will make the bleeding area less than it otherwise would be, and it will so alter the area Researches in Obstetrics, p. 392.
